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OREGON GARDEN
Logo & Branding

CHALLENGE: Take the Oregon Gardens logo and 
tweak it to make a unique logo for their 25th anniver-
sary. You are not allowed to change the main lock up 
of the words and leaf of the original design.

SOLUTION:  For this design I went with a stamp/
emblem design to represent the history and connec-
tion the Oregon Garden has. Whether that connec-
tion is with nature, each other, or those that come 
into the garden.

TOOLS:
	 Illustrator
	 InDesign
	 Procreate







SOAPBOX POETRY
Posters

CHALLENGE: Create a poster matching that sea-
sons Soapbox Poetry. Take the information and lay it 
out so it is clearly visible to someone who might walk 
by. The right poster was selected for Winter 2026.

SOLUTION:  With both of the posters having a 
uniting theme of rebellion, I used a simple limited 
color palette to emulate the feeling of a sign/poster 
used in that setting.

TOOLS:
	 Illustrator
	 InDesign
	 Procreate

Soapbox 
Poetry

Alis
sa

 H
att

man 

March
 9

th
 

Lauren Sparks 

February 23rd 

Keith Russell 
February 9th 

Deanne 
Beausoleil 

January 12th

Win
ter
20
26

Traci
Hodgson 
January 26th

Gretchen Schuette Art Gallery

12:00 to 
12:20pm

EO/AA/ADA/Title IX institutionwww.chemeketa.edu/about/legal

Welcome To theWelcome To the
Rebellion

P r e s i d e n t  W a g n e r .  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f a c u l t y ,  p a r e n t s ,  f a m i l y ,  a n d  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  c l a s s  o f  2 0 1 4 , 
I ’ m  d e l i g h t e d  a n d  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  b e  w i t h  y o u  o n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  o c c a s i o n . N o w  l e t  m e  j o i n  P r e s i d e n t  W a g m a n  i n  s a y i n g  “ h a s h t a g  t h a n k s 
G a r y ”  t o  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  o n e  o f  y o u  w h o  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  a  d e g r e e .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  y o u r  d a y .  E n j o y  i t .  B e  h a p p y . 
J u s t  b e  h a p p y ,  h a v e  a  l i t t l e  f u n .  S m i l e .  Y o u  l o o k  g o o d .  Y o u  l o o k  b e a u t i f u l ,  h a n d s o m e .  D i d  a n y o n e  e l s e  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  y o u  r e a l l y  l o o k 
g o o d ?  C o l o u r f u l . A n d  l e t  m e  j u s t  t e l l  y o u  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  I  d i d n ’ t  g r o w  u p  i n  a  b i g  c i t y  l i k e  D e c a t u r .  I  d i d n ’ t  g r o w  u p  i n  a  b i g  c i t y  l i k e 
S n e l l v i l l e .  I  d i d n ’ t  g r o w  u p  i n  a  b i g  c i t y  l i k e ,  u h ,  B u f f a l o  o r  C h i c a g o  o r  N e w  Y o r k  o r  L o s  A n g e l e s .  O r  A t l a n t a .  I  g r e w  u p  i n  r u r a l 
A l a b a m a ,  5 0  m i l e s  f r o m  M o n t g o m e r y  o u t s i d e  o f  a  l i t t l e  p l a c e  c a l l e d  T r o y .  M y  f a t h e r  w a s  a  s h a r e c r o p p e r  i t i n e r a n t  f a r m e r ,  b u t  b a c k 
i n  1 9 4 4  w h e n  I  w a s  o n l y  f o u r  y e a r s  o l d ,  m y  f a t h e r  h a d  s a v e d  $ 3 0 0 .  A n d  w i t h  t h e  $ 3 0 0 ,  h e  b o u g h t  1 1 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d .  M y  f a m i l y  s t i l l 
o w n  t h a t  l a n d  t o d a y .  H o w  m a n y  o f  y o u  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  y o u  w e r e  f o u r ?  N o w  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s ? I t  w a s  m a n y ,  m a n y  y e a r s 
a g o ,  w h e n  w e  w o u l d  v i s i t  t h e  l i t t l e  t o w n  o f  T r o y ,  v i s i t  M o n t g o m e r y  v i s i t  T u s k e g e e  v i s i t  B i r m i n g h a m ,  I  s a w  t h o s e  s i g n s  t h a t  s a i d 
‘ w h i t e  m e n ,  c o l o u r e d  m e n ’ ,  ‘ w h i t e  w o m e n ,  c o l o u r e d  w o m e n , ’  ‘ w h i t e  w a i t i n g ,  c o l o u r e d  w a i t i n g . ’  I  w o u l d  c o m e  h o m e  a n d  a s k  m y  m o t h e r , 
m y  f a t h e r ,  m y  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  m y  g r e a t - g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  ‘ W h y ? ’ .  A n d  t h e y  w o u l d  s a y ,  ‘ T h a t ’ s  t h e  w a y  i t  i s .  D o n ’ t  g e t  i n  t h e  w a y  , 
d o n ’ t  g e t  i n  t r o u b l e !  B u t  o n e  d a y  i n  1 9 5 5 ,  1 5  y e a r s  o l d  i n  t h e  1 0 t h  g r a d e ,  I  h e a r d  a b o u t  R o s a  P a r k s .  I  h e a r d  t h e  w o r d s  o f  M a r t i n 
L u t h e r  k i n g  J r  o n  o u r  r a d i o .  I n  1 9 5 7 ,  I  m e t  R o s a  P a r k s  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 7  I n  1 9 5 8  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 8 ,  I  m e t  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  J r ,  a n d 
t h e s e  t w o  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n s p i r e d  m e  t o  g e t  i n  t h e  w a y ,  t o  g e t  i n  t r o u b l e .  S o  I  c o m e  h e r e  t o  s a y  t o  y o u  t h i s  m o r n i n g  ,  o n  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l 
c a m p u s ,  w i t h  y o u r  g r e a t  e d u c a t i o n ,  y o u  m u s t  f i n d  a  w a y  t o  g e t  i n  t h e  w a y .  Y o u  m u s t  f i n d  a  w a y  t o  g e t  i n  t r o u b l e .  G o o d  t r o u b l e . 
N e c e s s a r y  t r o u b l e . U s e  y o u r  e d u c a t i o n .  Y o u  h a v e  w o n d e r f u l  t e a c h e r s ,  w o n d e r f u l  p r o f e s s o r s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  .  U s e  w h a t  y o u  h a v e .  U s e  y o u r 
l e a r n i n g .  U s e  y o u r  t o o l s .  T o  h e l p  m a k e  o u r  c o u n t r y  a n d  m a k e  o u r  w o r l d  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  w h e r e  n o  o n e  w o u l d  b e  l e f t  o u t  o r  l e f t  b e h i n d . 
Y o u  c a n  d o  i t  a n d  y o u  m u s t  d o  i t .  I t  i s  y o u r  t i m e . I n  a  f e w  s h o r t  d a y s ,  w e  w i l l  c o m m e m o r a t e  w h a t  w e  c a l l  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  S u m m e r 
P r o j e c t ,  w h e n  m o r e  t h a n  a  t h o u s a n d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  A m e r i c a ,  m a n y  f r o m  a b r o a d ,  m a d e  a  t r i p  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i  t o  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e 
t o  r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e .  A n d  o n  t h e  s u m m e r  n i g h t  o f  J u n e  2 1 s t ,  1 9 6 4 ,  t h r e e  y o u n g  m e n  t h a t  I  k n o w ,  t w o  w h i t e s  a n d  o n e  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n , 
N i c k  s p r i n t e r ,  A n d y  G o o d m a n  a n d  J a m e s  C h a n e y  w e n t  o u t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  b u r n i n g  o f  a n  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  c h u r c h  t h a t  w a s  u s e d  f o r 
v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  w o r k s h o p .  T h e s e  t h r e e  y o u n g  m e n  w e r e  d e t a i n e d  b y  t h e  s h e r i f f ,  t a k e n  t o  j a i l ,  t a k e n  o u t  o f  j a i l ,  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o 
t h e  K l a n  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  b e a t e n  s h o t  a n d  k i l l e d .  A n d  I  t e l l  s t u d e n t s  t o d a y ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  y o u n g  m e n  d i d n ’ t  d i e  i n  V i e t n a m .  T h e y  d i d n ’ t 
d i e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  o r  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e .  T h e y  d i d n ’ t  d i e  i n  A f r i c a  o r  c e n t r a l  o r  s o u t h  A m e r i c a .  T h e y  d i e d  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  o u r  o w n 
c o u n t r y ,  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  a l l  o f  o u r  c i t i z e n s  b e c o m e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s . A s  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  y o u  m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t 
t h e r e  a r e  f o r c e s  t h a t  w a n n a  t a k e  u s  b a c k  t o  a n o t h e r  p e r i o d ,  b u t  y o u  m u s t  s a y  t h a t  w e ’ r e  n o t  g o i n g  b a c k .  W e  m a d e  t o o  m u c h  p r o g r e s s 
a n d  w e  a r e  g o i n g  f o r w a r d . T h e r e  m a y  b e  s o m e  s e t b a c k s ,  s o m e  d e l a y s ,  s o m e  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  b u t  y o u  m u s t  n e v e r  e v e r  g i v e  u p ,  o r  g i v e  i n . 
Y o u  m u s t  k e e p  t h e  f a i t h  a n d  k e e p  y o u r  e y e s  o n  t h e  p r i c e  t h a t  i s  y o u r  c a l l i n g ,  t h a t  i s  y o u r  m i s s i o n ,  t h a t  i s  y o u r  m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n , 
t h a t  i s  y o u r  m a n d a t e .  G e t  o u t  t h e r e  a n d  d o  i t  g e t  i n  t h e  w a y !  I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  w e  a l l  m u s t  l e a r n  t o  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  a s  b r o t h e r s 
a n d  s i s t e r s ,  n o t  j u s t  i n  A m e r i c a ,  b u t  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  I  w a n t  t o  t e l l  y o u  o n e  l i t t l e  s t o r y .  I  t o l d  y o u  I  w o u l d n ’ t  b e  l o n g .  Y o u  k n o w , 
I  g o t  a r r e s t e d  a  f e w  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  4 0  t i m e s ,  a n  a t t o r n e y ,  B e n  J o h n s o n ,  m y  g r e a t  f r i e n d ,  p r e s i d e n t  B e v e r l y  T a t u m .  I ’ m 
h o n o u r e d  t o  b e  h o n o u r e d  w i t h  t h e s e  t w o  w o n d e r f u l  p e o p l e  ,  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  c h a r g e s  w a s  d r o p p e d  a n d  d i s m i s s e d . B u t  s i n c e  I ’ v e  b e e n 
i n  C o n g r e s s  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a s k  m e ,  h o w  c a n  y o u  b e  i n  C o n g r e s s ,  y o u  g o t  a r r e s t e d  s o  m a n y  t i m e s .  B e e n  a r r e s t e d  s i n c e  I ’ v e  b e e n  i n 
C o n g r e s s ,  f i v e  m o r e  t i m e s . A n d ,  a n d  I  m a y  g e t  a r r e s t e d  a g a i n . T h e  l a s t  t i m e  I  g o t  a r r e s t e d  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  s a y  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  w e  n e e d 
t o  p a s s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i m m i g r a t i o n  r e f o r m  a n d  s e t  p e o p l e  i n  a  p a t h  t o  c i t i z e n s h i p .  I t ’ s  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  d o I t  d o e s n ’ t  m a k e  s e n s e 
t h a t  w e  l i v e  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  w e  l i v e  i n  a  s o c i e t y  w h e r e  m o r e  t h a n  1 2  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  s h a d o w ,  l i v i n g  i n  f e a r .  T h a t  i s 
n o t  r i g h t .  T h a t  i s  n o t  f a i r .  A n d  t h a t  i s  n o t  j u s t ,  a n d  y o u  m u s t  g e t  i n  t h e  w a y  a n d  f i n d  a  w a y  t o  m a k e  t h e  w a y  o u t t a  n o  w a y . W h e n 
I  w a s  g r o w i n g  u p ,  w h e n  I  w a s  g r o w i n g  u p  o u t s i d e  o f  T r o y ,  A l a b a m a ,  I  h a d  a n  a u n t  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  S i n e v a  a n d  m y  A u n t  S i n e v a  l i v e  i n 
w h a t  w e  c a l l  a  ‘ s h o t g u n  h o u s e . ’  I  k n o w  a s  E m o r y  s t u d e n t s ,  s o o n  t o  g r a d u a t e ,  y o u  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  a  s h o t g u n  h o u s e .  Y o u  d o n ’ t  e v e n  k n o w 
w h a t  I ’ m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  M y  a u n t  S i n e v a  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  a  g r e e n  m a n i c u r e d  l a w n  ,  h a d  a  s i m p l e  p l a i n  d i r t  y a r d .  A n d  s o m e t i m e  a t  n i g h t , 
y o u  c a n  l o o k  u p  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o l e s  i n  t h e  c e i l i n g ,  t h e  h o l e s  i n  t h e  t i n  r o o f  a n d  c o u n t  t h e  s t a r s .  A n d  w h e n  i t  r a i n e d  s h e  w o u l d  g e t  a 
p a i l ,  a  b u c k e t  o r  t u b  a n d  c a t c h  t h e  r a i n  w a t e r . B u t  i f  y o u  r e a l l y  w a n t  t o  k n o w  w h a t  a  s h o t g u n  h o u s e  l o o k  l i k e  i n  a  n o n v i o l e n c e  s e n s e , 
i t ’ s  a n  o l d  h o u s e ,  o n e  w a y  i n  o n e  w a y  o u t  ,  w h e r e  y o u  c a n  b o u n c e  a  b a s k e t b a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  a n d  i t  w i l l  g o  s t r a i g h t  o u t  t h e 
b a c k  d o o r .  M y  A u n t  S i e n v a  l i v e d  i n  a  s h o t g u n  h o u s e .  F r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  s h e  w o u l d  w a l k  o u t  i n t o  t h e  w o o d s  a n d  c u t  b r a n c h e s  f r o m  a 
D o g w o o d  t r e e  a n d  t i e  t h e s e  b r a n c h e s  t o g e t h e r  a n d  m a k e  w h a t  s h e  c a l l  a  ‘ b r u s h  b r o o m ’ .  A n d  s h e  w o u l d  s w e e p  t h e  d i r t  y a r d  v e r y  c l e a n , 
s o m e t i m e  t w o  a n d  t h r e e  t i m e s  a  w e e k ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  o n  a  F r i d a y  o r  S a t u r d a y  b e c a u s e  s h e  w a n t e d  t h a t  d i r t  y a r d  t o  l o o k  g o o d  d u r i n g 
t h e  w e e k e n d . O n e  S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  a  g r o u p  o f  m y  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s ,  a n d  a  f e w  o f  m y  f i r s t  c o u s i n s  w e r e  o u t  p l a y i n g  i n  m y  A u n t 
S i n e v a ’ s  d i r t  y a r d .  A n d  a n  u n b e l i e v a b l e  s t o r m  c a m e  u p .  T h e  w i n d  s t a r t e d  b l o w i n g .  T h e  t h u n d e r  s t a r t e d  r o l l i n g .  T h a t  l i g h t n i n g  s t a r t e d 
f l a s h i n g  a n d  t h e  r a i n  s t a r t e d  b e a t i n g  o n  t h e  t i n  r o o f  o f  t h i s  o l d  s h o t g u n  h o u s e .  M y  a u n t  b e c a m e  t e r r i f i e d .  S h e  s t a r t e d  c r y i n g .  S h e 
t h o u g h t  t h i s  w h o l e  h o u s e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  b l o w  a w a y .  W h e n  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  o n e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  b l o w  a w a y ,  m y  a u n t 
h a d  u s  a l l  t o  h o l d  h a n d  a n d  w a l k  t o  t h a t  s i d e ,  t o  t r y  t o  h o l d  t h e  h o u s e  d o w n  w i t h  o u r  l i t t l e  b o d i e s .  W h e n  o t h e r  c o r n e r  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e 
l i f t i n g ,  s h e  h a d  u s  t o  w a l k  t o  t h a t  s i d e .  W e  w e r e  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  w a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  w i n d ,  b u t  w e  n e v e r  l e f t  t h e  h o u s e .  I  s a i d  t o  y o u , 
a s  y o u  l e a v e  h e r e ,  l e a v e  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  c a m p u s . T h e  w i n d  m a y  b l o w .  T h e  t h u n d e r  m a y  r o l l ,  t h e  l i g h t n i n g  m a y  f l a s h ,  a n d  t h e  r a i n  m a y 
b e a t  o n  o u r  o l d  h o u s e .  C a l l  i t  a  h o u s e  o f  E m o r y ,  c a l l  i t  a  h o u s e  o f  G e o r g i a  o r  A l a b a m a  o r  N e w  Y o r k .  C a l l  i t  a  h o u s e  o f  E u r o p e .  C a l l  i t 
a  h o u s e  o f  A f r i c a .  C a l l  i t  a  h o u s e  o f  A s i a .  O f  c e n t r a l  o r  s o u t h  A m e r i c a .  C a l l  i t  a  h o u s e  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  W e  a l l  l i v e  i n  t h e  s a m e 
h o u s e  ,  a n d  i t  d o e s n ’ t  m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  w e  a r e  b l a c k  o r  w h i t e ,  L a t i n o ,  A s i a n  A m e r i c a n ,  o r  n a t i v e  A m e r i c a n . I t  d o e s n ’ t  m a t t e r  i f  w e , 
w e  a r e  s t r a i g h t  o r  g a y .  W e  a r e  o n e  p e o p l e .  W e  a r e  o n e  f a m i l y .  W e  a l l  l i v e  i n  t h e  s a m e  h o u s e . B e  b o l d .  B e  c o u r a g e o u s ,  s t a n d  u p ,  s p e a k 
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OREGON STARTUP 
CENTER
Logo & Branding

CHALLENGE: Update Oregon Startup Centers logo. 
Make sure the logo can work across different appli-
cations. The logo needs to feel modern, business, and 
withhold the theme of a nonprofit organization.

SOLUTION:  The main lock up of the logo is con-
structed of 4 puzzle pieces together. It is to show the 
strength and connection that OSC has created as a 
brand and with their clients. In addition to the leaf to 
show the growth to come.

TOOLS:
	 Illustrator
	 Photoshop







Hydrive
Beverage Packaging

CHALLENGE: Build a dieline that fits the bottle for 
your drink along with a unique element to it. The drink 
line must have a special edition that fits the drink family.

SOLUTION:  Hydrive is a sports drink that keeps 
the one drinking it driven through any activity. To fit 
this notion each drink has abstract shapes and lines 
to fit the sport it represents. Watch out for the special 
edition 2026 soccer world cup drink.

TOOLS:
	 Illustrator
	 Photoshop
	 Procreate

INGREDIENT LIST: Electolyte 
blend(Sodium, Citrate, Dimagnesium 
Phosphate, Potassium Citrate, Sodium Chloride, 
Tricalium, Phosphate), Citric Acid, Natural 
Flavors

GRAND SLAM

INGREDIENT LIST: Electolyte blend(Sodium, 
Citrate, Dimagnesium Phosphate, Potassium 
Citrate, Sodium Chloride, Tricalium, Phosphate), 
Citric Acid, Natural Flavors

WORLD CUP







Sweet Waves
Food Truck

CHALLENGE: Form a logo for your selected food 
truck choice. Make sure it emulates the brand of 
the truck, along with matching where it’s located.

SOLUTION: The food truck, ”Sweet Waves”  is 
a brand that sells Taffy by the beach in Oregon. I 
wanted it to have the fun elements of a taffy logo, 
and pair it with the flow of the ocean.

TOOLS:
	 Illustrator
	 Photoshop







2026 Calendar
Logo & Branding

CHALLENGE: Compose a calendar consisting of all 

the months on one page with each month having its own 
identity. Make sure the layout is clear, consistent, and 
readable. This calendar was printed at Select Impressions.

SOLUTION:  Each month gets their own illustrated 
lettering and elements that correspond to that month. 
The idea is to assemble all these elements together to 
get a cluttered yet clean calendar. 

TOOLS:
	 InDesign
	 Photoshop
	 Procreate
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Sprout Scouts
Cereal packaging

CHALLENGE: Construct a die line based on an 
existing cereal box's measurements. Then come up 
with a brand and design a cereal box based on the 
brand. An interactive element must be included on 
the back.

SOLUTION: Sprout Scouts is a cereal brand 
made fun for kids but natural and healthy for 
parents to feel secure in purchasing it. To show this 
I created a bear eating the cereal window, and a 
collectable mask on the back.

TOOLS:
	 Illustrator
	 Photoshop
	 Procreate





ESCAPE FICTION
Web Design & Layout

CHALLENGE: Refresh the book store “Escape 
Fiction” website into something more clear and 
readable. Make sure to streamline the website's  
overall wireframe.

SOLUTION: I refreshed the logo to match the 
brand of Escape Fiction and to be more versatile. For 
the main website design the palette of teal and brown 
are the main colors. This is to match that fun and 
authentic feel you get when you walk into the store.

TOOLS:
	 Illustrator
	 Photoshop
	 Figma







SIMMER & SAVOR
Magazine Page Layout

CHALLENGE: Assemble a layout collaboratively in 
a team for a magazine. Each person is tasked with a 
main and sub article, along with creating ads.

SOLUTION: Simmer & Savor is a food magazine 
targeted towards adults who enjoy the kitchen and 
cooking. The style of the magazine is to combine a 
modern and 60’s cooking magazine look.

TOOLS:
	 InDesign
	 Photoshop

Where Easy 
Cooking Starts

By Emily Harris

Discover the array of kitchen 
gadgets out in the world!

Have you ever seen those 
silly-looking cooking 
gadgets on social media? 
Whether that be Ins-
tagram, Facebook, Tik-
tok, or just online shop-
ping. How about making 
things easier for yourself 
while in the kitchen. 
That means more time 
to relax with a glass of 
wine in hand and enjoy 
the fall time with family 
and friends. 

 
Well, back on the topic 
of kitchen appliances, 

recently I tried a 3-in-
1 breakfast station. My 
cooking still had that 
same delicious taste, but 
the process was much 
different. It was conve-
nient having everything 
all in one place instead 
of being pulled from all 
directions. 

GADGETS
Quirky gadgets like that 
make experimenting in 
the kitchen more fun. 
I heard some say it’s a 
great device for mobile 
homes like RV’s. 

HELPFUL MEALS

My favorite gadget Apple Butter recipe! Follow along to know the steps to make it.

See how the crockpot fits onto the counter easliy next to the stove gadget. Making it easy to store and have in the home and pull out 
whenever you need it. Watch out for useful recipes that you can use it for.

Something I think is a 
must have for the kitch-
en is owning either a 
crock pot or slow cook-
er. I use these things for 
so many meals it’s ri-
diculous. Personally, it 
makes things really easy 
and efficient, and still 
makes a delicious meal! 
My personal favorite be-
ing soups and desserts.

CROCK POT USES
 For example, an apple 
butter I made that goes 
great with some des-
serts or maybe a dinner 
roll if you’re feeling bad. 
No need for my beloved 
avocado toast with this 
around I tell you. You 
start the recipe by chop-
ping up and dicing your 
apples. I like to combine 
a mix of sweet and sour 
ones, and especially use 
softer apples like Red 
Delicious so it breaks 
down easier. Can even 
mix in a little bit of pears 
if you’re feeling like you 
want to mix it up! Next 
is sugar. For this recipe 
in order to get those in-
tense fall flavors a mix 
of dark brown sugar and 
granulated sugar is best. 
Make sure to add some 
vanilla extract as well. 
Finally a very important 

part, the spices. I’m not 
talking about the ones I 
like to put on top of my 
pumpkin spice lattes. 
Well…partly. You need to 
make a mixture of cin-
namon, nutmeg, ginger, 
and cloves. 

COOKING
These really bring out 
those delicious fall fla-
vors. You can even ex-
periment with your own 
add-ins to make the rec-

ipe truly yours. My next 
door neighbor ...Elinore, 
started using this reci-
pe and added a dash of 
cardamom to hers. Trust 
me you won’t regret 
making it. 

HOME ADDITIONS 

   Besides that is just 
one of the many things 
you can create in these 
things. I love it, and use 
it pretty much every 
week. Another thing I 

use almost daily is my 
coffee machine. I got 
it integrated into the 
plumbing to make ev-
erything automated. 
Not only does it look 
great, but it is also 
super useful. It makes 
things so much easier 
in the mornings or just 
anytime I need a pick 

me up.

3
4

5
6

START LOW AND SMALL: You don’t 
need to put everything in all at once. Can keep it 
simple and turn up the heat and add ingredients 
slowly.

SEASON: Make sure you are using sea-
soning on your food, not just the regular salt 
and pepper. It will level up your cooking.

EXPERIMENT: Not everyone has the same 
taste. Change up the ratio of seasonings and in-
gredients depending on your personal taste. 

1
2 KEEP YOUR AREA CLEAN: You’re going to be 

spending your time in the kitchen. Why not make things 
easier on yourself? It will be less overwhelming and sim-
pler to find things.

HAVE THE PROPER TOOLS: Making 
sure you have the proper tools, especially knives, 
doesn’t only make the process easier. It also helps 
keep yourself safe.

READ THE RECIPE: It’s easy to misread the 
instructions in a recipe. So make sure to always read it 
through to know you have everything right for sure.

In the fall season cooking and baking becomes especially important. 
Surrounding the table with friends and family. Maybe even have a fire 
going in the background. The air is cold and crisp outside with your 
stomach rumbling. Recipes can help make the cooking and baking 
process so much easier. Although there are some important tips to 
remember in all the chaos.
Things like these are helpful to keep in mind when cooking. Just 
knowing these simple things can make a big difference in how a dish 
might turn out. Know that when it comes to cooking you can always 
try again and have a good time with the experience.

Cooking:  A  Beginner s  Guide

COOKING:A BEGINNERS GUIDE
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By Emily Harris

Make things easier, a chefs jouney!

MAKE THINGS EASIER A CHEFS JOURNEY
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